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LANGUAGE ARTS 

Unit 2 Performance-Based Assessment: Argument Essay (50 assessment points) 

 

Assignment: Write an five-paragraph essay in which you state and defend a claim in 

response to the following question: Do the benefits of technology outweigh the risks? 
 

Essay Requirements *please see the rubric for details 

● Your essay must follow the five-paragraph format. 

● Each body paragraph must have at least 1 quote, integrated & properly cited.  

● You must use three texts from the list below. 

● Must use & highlight at least 4 of the Unit 2 vocabulary words (in your blue vocab 

organizer) 

 

Texts to Use 

★ “Leaving Main Street”(Elfrieda Hiebert) 

★ “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed” (Ray Bradbury) 

★ “Danger! This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death” (Maggie Koerth-Baker) 

★ “The Veldt” (Ray Bradbury) 

★ “A modern day dilemma: At what age should cellphones be allowed in school?” 

(Hiebert) 

★ “Spot Goes High Tech” (Hiebert) 

★ “People with asthma can use their phones and an app to breathe easier” (Hiebert) 

★ “From Inside a Patient’s Stomach” (Hiebert”) 

★ “PRO/CON: Is the idea of driverless cars gaining popularity?” (Hiebert) 

★ Amazon articles- see Google Classroom for titles (Hiebert) 

★ GATE Only: “Marionettes, Inc” (Ray Bradbury) 

 

Due Dates 

❏ Thesis Workshop due Wednesday 12/5  (15 practice points) 

❏ Topic Workshop due  Thursday 12/6  (15 practice points) 

❏ Outline due Monday 12/10  (25 practice points) 

❏ Final Copy of Essay due Friday 12/14  (50 assessment points) 
 

The final copy of your essay must be typed and printed!  
*If you have printer problems, remember your options! Go to the library before school or 

during lunch to print, or email me at mgiron@kyrene.org and ask me to print your essay. 
 
 



 
Unit 2 
Name: _______________________________ Due Friday, December 14th 

 

  4 points  3 points  2 points  1 point 

The thesis (claim) is clear, has 3 
distinct main ideas, and directs 

the entire Essay.  

The thesis is somewhat clear and 
somewhat directs the whole 

essay. It may have less than 3 
main ideas, or the ideas are not 

completely distinct. 

The thesis is a bit unclear and 
may not connect to the whole 
essay. It has less than 3 main 

ideas. 

The thesis is weak or is not 
clearly stated. It has less 

than 3 main ideas. 

The thesis (claim) is strongly 
supported throughout the entire 

essay by logical reasons and 
relevant evidence. 

The thesis is somewhat supported 
by reasons and evidence. 

The thesis is weakly supported 
by some reasons and evidence. 

The thesis is not supported 
by reasons and evidence. 

 

Ideas are logically organized so 
that the explanation is easy to 

follow. 

Ideas are organized so that the 
information is easy to follow. 

Ideas are vaguely organized.  Ideas are disorganized and 
the explanation is difficult to 

follow. 

Transitions & topic sentences 
clearly show the relationships 

among ideas. 

Transitions & topic sentences 
somewhat show the relationships 

among ideas. 

There are a few transitions to 
orient the reader. The topic 

sentences are weak. 

Transitions & topic 
sentences are lacking or not 

present.  

The conclusion supports the 
information in the essay and 
offers fresh insight into the 

topic. It strongly addresses and 
refutes a counterclaim. 

The conclusion supports the 
information in the essay. It 

somewhat addresses and refutes 
a counterclaim. 

The conclusion relates to the 
information in the essay. It may 

address and/or refute a 
counterclaim. 

The conclusion does not 
include relevant information. 
It does not address and/or 

refute a counterclaim. 

Each body paragraph includes 
at least 1 quote that supports the 

claim and is significant and 
relevant. 

Each body paragraph includes 1 
quote that is mostly significant and 

relevant. 

Some quotes are not significant, 
and simply show plot. 

There are body paragraphs 
missing quotes. There is 

little or no relevant support. 

Textual evidence is integrated 
smoothly & cited accurately 
throughout the entire essay. 

Textual evidence is mostly 
integrated & cited accurately. 

Textual evidence is 
inconsistently integrated & cited 

(accurately or inaccurately) 

Textual evidence is not 
integrated or cited. Citations 

are inaccurate. 

You persuasively elaborate on 
the main ideas and clearly 

explain your quotes. 

You somewhat elaborate on the 
main ideas and explain your 

quotes. 

You weakly elaborate on the 
main ideas and weakly explain 

your quotes. 

You do not elaborate on the 
main ideas nor explain your 

quotes. 

The essay consistently adheres 
to standard grammar rules. 

 

The essay mostly adheres to 
standard grammar rules. 

The essay contains some 
mistakes in standard grammar 

rules. 

The essay contains many 
mistakes in standard 

grammar rules. 

At least 4 vocab words are used 
correctly and highlighted. 

Most of the vocab words are used 
correctly and highlighted. 

Some vocab words are missing, 
not highlighted, or are used 

incorrectly. 

Vocab words are missing 
and/or not highlighted.   

The style & tone is formal & 
objective. There are no personal 

pronouns and contractions  

The style & tone is mostly formal 
and objective. There are very little 

personal pronouns and 
contractions. 

The style & tone is occasionally 
formal &  objective. There are 
many personal pronouns and 

contractions. 

The style & tone is informal. 
There are a significant 

amount of personal 
pronouns and contractions. 
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